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Title:  Hazardous Materials Release Reporting Policy 
Number:  G-03 Effective Date:  08/01/05 Revised Date: 01/23/08 
Code References:  California  Health and Safety Code Section 25507; California Code of 
Regulations, Title 19, Section 2703, California Fire Code, Chapter 27 
Note:  This standard is a summary of Fire Department clarifications of City and State 
Codes.  Information contained herein applies to typical circumstances and may not 
address all situations. 
 
Scope 
State law and fire code regulation requires immediate notification in the event of a chemical 
release.  This standard is intended to provide specific guidelines to reporting parties as to 
conditions that would mandate notification via the 911 emergency dispatch number.  Factors to 
consider in determining whether a release is significant or not include:  quantity, toxicity, 
flammability, reactivity and the location of the material.  If doubt exists whether or not the 
release is “significant”, emergency notification should be made through the 911 reporting 
system.  Failure to make required notifications may result in legal action. 
 
Immediate reporting described within this standard differs from what C.C.R., Title 23 requires of 
owners/operators of underground tanks, and from what C.F.R., Title 40 requires of 
owners/operators of aboveground petroleum storage tanks. 
 
Codes and Standards 
This standard is pursuant to the California Health and Safety Code, Section 25507, California 
Code of Regulations, Title 19, Section 2703, and the California Fire Code (CFC).  The CFC 
requires the chief to be notified immediately when an unauthorized discharge becomes 
reportable under state, federal or local regulations.  State law, which is more restrictive than 
federal law in this regard, requires immediate report of a release or threatened release of a 
hazardous material. 
 
Permits Required 
A permit for the storage of hazardous materials is required by the Roseville Fire Department 
when quantities equal or exceed those specified in Appendix Chapter 1 of the California Fire 
Code. 
 
Methods 
Notification by telephone via 911 shall be made as soon as a person has knowledge of the 
release without impeding immediate control or medical measures.  A summary of an 
investigation shall include: 
 

• The date of the incident; 
• A description of the incident; 
• Personnel exposure (if applicable) requiring decontamination or treatment; 
• The factors that contributed to the incident, and 
• Any recommendations resulting from the investigation. 
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Situations other than those described below may be reported through the business number 
(774-5800) during regular business hours, and followed by written notification within 48 hours of 
the event. 
 
Description of Conditions Requiring 911 Notifications 
California state law (H & S Code) requires hazardous materials handlers, employees, 
authorized representatives, agents or designees of handlers, to immediately, upon discovery, 
report any release or threatened release of hazardous materials.  State regulations (CCR, Title 
19) contain the same mandate.  However, Title 19 allows for some discretion when there is a 
reasonable belief that the release poses no significant present or potential hazard to human 
health and safety, property, or the environment.  The Roseville Fire Department defines the 
term “significant” in this context as: 
 

1. A release or threatened release of a hazardous material or hazardous waste that: 
• Causes evacuation of any portion of a building, or 
• Causes injury or chemical exposure to personnel or civilians that require 

decontamination, or immediate follow-up by a physician, or 
• Causes contamination or threat of contamination on or outside of the property 

boundaries (i.e. storm drain, ground or air), or 
• Cannot by controlled immediately after detection, or 
• Mitigation of the release requires the use of personal protective clothing/equipment, 

or 
• Overwhelms or is expected to overwhelm the on-site response capabilities. 

 
2. A fire or threat of fire. 
 
3. An explosion or threat of explosion. 

 
4. Activation of any fire sprinklers, smoke or lead detection sensors. 

 
This list is a comprehensive as is reasonably possible.  The Roseville Fire Department will make 
the final determination as to whether a release is significant or not. 
 
Follow-Up 
The owner or operator shall promptly address and resolve the investigation findings and 
recommendations.  Resolutions and corrective actions shall be documented and submitted to 
the Roseville Fire Department within 30 days from the date of the incident if: 
 

• The quantity of hazardous materials released exceeded the reportable quantity; 
• The hazardous material is included on the federal “List of Lists”. 

 
Reference Sources 
To learn more about state reporting, and the federal list of reportable quantities, you may 
research this by going to the following websites: 
 

• http://www.epa.gov 
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• Spill Reporting Hot Line:  800-300-2193 
• http://www.oes.ca.gov 

 
 
Approved: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Dennis M. Mathisen, Division Chief/Fire Marshal 
 
Revision History: 
10/8/08 Reviewed with no changes 
 


